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Bstionality Bresiov

1. The psroentage relationship tetwsen rationsalitios in Soviet Avmy units
with vbich I vas fanilisr varied frea division o ddvision,

&) Ia tha Feurth Guards Divisios tisre vere about 33 Jevs 2.7 per aemt)
160 Ukrsiniazs (10.6 per cent); sbout 200 Bslorussisas 15.% per _ems,
et of 1,300 offisurs. Is additicn, Sthere vere S04 Tarlava )y e Axvariens,
and ons Gypsy. t

\ b) In the 56tn Division thare wers more Siberians, both ssong the officers
and in the ranks. The Siberidas usdf up from 35 to 40 per cest of the
entive division; tnsre vers eves wore Ukrainians, dut rather fev Russians,
™~ pumber of Jevs LB almost all of the dstachments never exceedsd £ive to
sis per eent of tha ietal,

¢) In the 90th Divivion taswe were maay Cosascks aad Mongoliazs at the emd
of World Wey IT. Thay made up mors than 15 per cent of the division.

d) Mimsty=five per cant of he wendh the 16th Meshanioed Divisica wewe Aserbaidjans
(the division &ad been foraed in ATGTORLAJAN) ¢ AT the end & World We
11, tha men were redistrituted dasause o2 their strong mationsl traditions
and low oombat performance; as & resuls oy sbout 20 Aserkaidjans re-
=ained, aad the divielon beceme Pussiaa-Ukrainian in compcaition. Tha
paber o2 Jews was &l#o mall; 65 0 70 officers and 150 non-oomissioned
and enlisted personnel.

2 Naticaalities 1n the units known t0 me vere 0 mixed that there appeaxed
t0 be representstives from every oblast and republis of the USEBR. This
i ©f natitnel stooks was particularly evidant half-way tlxough
World War II vhea certain natiomality groups such as the Ukzainians shoved
themselves to be more Aisloysl than others and either cl'fcred less re~
sistance o the enemy or dsserted. At the ent of World VWar 1I, replece-
asnts vere sent to battered divisions without comsideration of national-
1ties. 'Time was short and canrdn fodder was aeeded 40 wke up combat

losses.
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Comissicning and beassigoment of Offizers

I am not in & pesiticn to ccument on military schools or academies as I
received a dire.w comrission azd never stiended sny formal trainiag
pourses. In 1942 and &1 tusre vas a grast snortage of combat officers
and mery ofticers ot Lhe resr gerviges were rya-certified sad traunsferred.
Eighty per ceat of the o¥ricers of the edministrative and qusrtermaster
services vere sert 1o KUKS {advanced traising courses for oftficers)
schools, which were organmized in Moscow, Lepingrad and other cities.
After three cor, 1n some schosls, six months of trainipg, the cfficers
emsrged ac platoon and ~owpany comravders, Frequently the officers
received lowar ranks in the coxbat zervices than they had previously
held an the resr sexvice Thig & captain 1o the quartermaster service,
after completiog ithe K schooly; could expest to be demoted to the rask
of junior lieuie: rely of lieutenant, in the combat service,

Az & rule. oifiiars compieting courssz 1nm a militery schocl or azademy
vers not retwned 7o thsir units or deiachments, Rether {hey were as-
signed to the poervonnsl section of the militery district in which the
given achocl waz Jorated, and the persornel seztion ther reassigwed:
tham at will,

After the battld of Danzig, T was seni tC & Hoepitall |
with a fractured leg., Afier my leg was pleced im a cast, +he kospitsl
returned me 10 ny divizion witnin {ive days and, though incapacitated,
I ¢arried on my worx az tesi I would, The commandes of the division
‘made these arrargemsnts tacause he 4id not wish to loee me; if I had
remsined 1n ihe Lospital much louger the chances of my reassigzzent
to his ddvision would nsve been small, After convalescence , ‘toe hospital
would have pirmally sent me 2ither to the persopnel secticvn of the army
or 1o & reserve unit; in eittar csse I vould bave been reassigzed to
a new d&‘.u-mwr. N
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Leave: snd Furlovghs

During World Wax II ofricers ari eoldiers of the Soviet Arwy did not

place of stay 1rdicatad ve: made out for me. Thies official dosument
was stamped vith s counter-intelligence code lether which authorized
the bearer 47 cros:s the Goviet Lorder once im either direction. I
alsospeceived & food certvificats authorizing me to receive rations
from‘the command of %ne ~ivy iz vhick I spent my lesve., Upon leaving
occupied Germany, Soviet militsry perscnnel on leave or furlough were
stripped of their rerscnal weapons. Any veapen found iz the possession
¢ of military personnsl on leave ou%tside of Germary was confiscated.
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